The Truth About SB1353
· Emergency contraception is contraception; it is NOT an abortion pill.  It is NOT RU-486. Emergency contraception prevents the need for abortion.

· Both federal policy and science are clear: Contraceptives act prior to implantation and therefore, prevent, rather than terminate, pregnancy.

· Decreased access to emergency contraception will likely increase the number of unintended pregnancies as well as medical and surgical abortions in Idaho.  Unintended pregnancies cost taxpayers money.
· Senate Bill 1353 is scientifically inaccurate in that it classifies emergency contraception as an abortifacient.  The Idaho Health & Welfare website states, "Emergency contraception does NOT cause abortion."
· Existing Idaho code (18-604) defines abortion as "...the use of any means to intentionally terminate a clinically diagnosable pregnancy."  Emergency contraception will NOT affect an already-established pregnancy or harm a developing fetus.

· Senate Bill 1353 offers no protection for the patient.  If a health care professional refuses to provide treatment or dispense medication on grounds of conscience, under SB1353 they have no duty to refer the patient to another provider in order to ensure timely access to care. 
· Anti-choice extremists in Idaho are touting Senate Bill 1353 as "uplifting pro-life legislation" and as "waging the battle to protect the gift of life."  This bill is not about providing conscience protections for health care providers.  It is about preventing women from accessing comprehensive health care.  One needs look no further than the driving force behind the SB1353, David Ripley of Idaho Chooses Life, to understand the bill’s true intent.  Doctors, nurses, and pharmacists are not responsible for this bill.
· Idaho women demand the right to plan their own families.  88.2% of Idaho women currently at risk for pregnancy (of reproductive age and sexually active) use some form of contraception. 
· Reproductive health care is basic health care for women.  It should not be used as an ideological litmus test or a political football.  Idaho women deserve better.
