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1109 Main St., Ste. 500 • Boise, ID 83702 • 208-376-2277 • www.ppgnw.org
February 26, 2010
Dear Senator:  

Planned Parenthood of the Great Northwest, comprised of Idaho, Western Washington, and Alaska, has provided trusted, compassionate care to women and their families for more than 90 years.  In Idaho, 97% of our services are prevention-based, including contraception, STD testing/treatment, cancer screening, family planning services and health education classes for families and teens.  We are writing to speak in opposition of  S1353.  

S1353 is scientifically and medically inaccurate. The bill lists emergency contraception, otherwise known as EC or Plan B, as an abortifacient drug.  It is not.  Emergency contraception, like all contraception, works to prevent pregnancy from occurring.  It will not affect an already established pregnancy or harm a developing fetus.  It should not be confused with RU-486 or a medication abortion.  The Idaho Health & Welfare website states: "Emergency contraception does NOT cause abortion."  

S1353 contradicts existing Idaho code.  Idaho code 18-604 defines abortion as "the use of any means to intentionally terminate a clinically diagnosable pregnancy" AND "shall not mean the use of an intrauterine device or birth control pill to inhibit or prevent ovulation, fertilization or the implantation of a fertilized ovum within the uterus."
EC cannot terminate an existing pregnancy and therefore must not be classified as an abortifacient.  EC simply provides women with a "second chance" to prevent pregnancy if taken within 72 hours of unprotected intercourse, contraceptive failure, or rape.
Decreased access to emergency contraception will INCREASE the number of unintended pregnancies  as well as medication and surgical abortions in Idaho.

S1353 is not necessary.  Under Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Idaho Human Rights Act, employers cannot discriminate on the basis of religion. In fact, they must reasonably accommodate their "employees' sincerely held religious practices," including employees who may object to providing certain medical treatment.  Furthermore, Idaho law (18-612) already protects hospitals, doctors, nurses and technicians from providing abortion services if they are opposed for personal reasons.  Instead, this bill is about limiting women's access to contraception in Idaho.  Neither the Idaho Medical Association nor the Idaho Board of Pharmacy have sponsored  or endorsed S1353.

S1353 offers no protections for the patient.  If a health care professional refuses to provide treatment or dispense medication on the grounds of conscience, under S1353 they have no duty to refer the patient to another provider or ensure access to time-sensitive health care. Patients living in rural communities may face significant challenges if the nearest pharmacy  is many miles away.  Denying patients the right to medical care prescribed by their trusted physician must not be tolerated.

Reproductive health care is basic health care for women.  Planned Parenthood believes in the right of every individual to access to reproductive health care services, including family planning services and products. It is for this reason that we strongly encourage you to oppose Senate Bill 1353.
Sincerely, 
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Rebecca L. Poedy

VP External Affairs
Planned Parenthood of the Great Northwest 
