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The Unitarian Universalist tradition has always supported equal access to medical services for all people. This has meant standing up for the rights of people to make private decisions—even when we disagree with their decisions. We are grateful advocates for social policies that uphold privacy and religious freedom.

 

Moral absolutes have never been useful when talking about human reproduction. Life is a continuum over eons; any one moment which we might pick out of that vast timeline...any one moment which we might call “the beginning” of life will necessarily be arbitrary. 

 

This is awkward. Legally, ethically, this gray area calls for us to be our best: both caring and thoughtful—and very often: to compromise. This awkward but inescapable reality calls us to choose from among our ideals, to balance competing goods, because values inevitably come into conflict with one another in real life.

 

It would be nice to think that it could be easier. Clearer. But as parents, as citizens, we have always had to make choices about life and death. As technology advances in genetic screening, fertility, and surrogacy, we face increasingly complex choices about the health and even about the characteristics of our children.

 

The so called “pro-life” and “pro-choice” positions have always been fictions. As medical technology advances, this will become increasingly obvious. I see hope in this situation. I see hope that our polarization as a society will ease as we all find ourselves in moral gray areas.

 

And this polarization must ease. Our fights over moral absolutes must be put to rest because we have difficult work to do, together. To care for one another, to support freedom and conscience, to promote the good of the individual, and the good of all...this will be incredibly demanding work. 

 

Changing technologies foretell of fascinating and probably heartbreaking choices that we will all face. Choices about life and death, about the quality of life...choices in which we will weigh costs and benefits of something as sacred and ethereal as LIFE. What an incredible future we hold in our hands and in our hearts.

 

Our hope is in intelligent, informed and free decision-making. So even as things change, we approach the future with a confident commitment to education on ethical principles—learning not specific rules, but how to make choices. Comprehensive sexuality education is another way forward: teaching mutual respect, healthy communications, caution and joy, contraception and responsibility.

 

In the meantime we live. We love. We work. We choose. And we express our gratitude to those who give compassionate care to those in need, or in distress. We offer community to those who cope with difficult circumstances, and we support those who walk with them.

